ESTIMATING GLOBAL ERRORS IN TIME STEPPING*
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Abstract. This study introduces new strategies for global error estimation in time-stepping
algorithms. The new methods propagate the defect along with the numerical solution much like the
Zadunaisky procedure; however, the proposed approach allows for overlapped internal computations
and, therefore, represents a generalization of the classical numerical schemes for solving differential
equations with global error estimation. The resulting algorithms can be effectively represented as
general linear methods. We present a few explicit self-starting schemes akin to Runge-Kutta methods
with global error estimation and illustrate the theoretical considerations on several examples.
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1. Introduction. The global error or a posteriori error represents the actual
numerical error resulting after applying a time-stepping algorithm. Calculating this
error is generally viewed as an expensive process, and therefore in practice only local
error or the error from one step to the next is used to estimate the errors or control the
step size. However, local error estimation is not always suitable, especially for prob-
lems with unstable modes. This aspect prompts us to revisit global error estimation
in order to make it more practical.

In this study we introduce and analyze efficient strategies for estimating global
errors for time-stepping algorithms. We present a unifying approach that includes
most of the classical strategies as particular cases, and we develop new algorithms
that fall under general linear time-stepping schemes. One of the most comprehensive
surveys for global error estimation is by Skeel [ |. We focus on a subset of the
methods discussed therein and generalize some of the results presented there.

Global error estimation in time stepping has a long history [ — , , , -

, » — , ]. A posteriori global error estimation has been recently discussed
in[, , , ] Step-size control with multimethod Runge-Kutta (RK) is discussed
in[ , , , ] Global error estimation for stiff problems is discussed in [ , ,

, » ]- Adjoint methods for global error estimation for PDEs are analyzed in
[, ] These studies cover most of the types of strategy that have been proposed
to address global error estimation. The Zadunaisky procedure [ | is arguably the
most popular global-error estimation strategy. The work of Dormand et al. [ , ]
relies on this procedure and is extended to a composition of RK methods in [ ].
Further extensions are introduced by Makazaga et al. [ |. Shampine [ ] proposes
using multiple methods to estimate global errors.

Our work builds on similar ideas as introduced by Shampine [ ], Zadunaisky [ ]
and the followups in the sense that the strategy evolves the defect along with the
solution; however, in our strategy the internal calculations of the two quantities can be
overlapped. Previous strategies can be cast as particular cases of the one introduced
in this study when the overlapping part is omitted. Therefore, the new method
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2 E.M. Constantinescu

automatically integrates the local truncation error or defect. This leads to new types
of schemes that are naturally represented as general linear (GL) methods, which are
perfectly suited for this strategy, as we demonstrate. Although these algorithms work
well with variable time-steps, we do not address error control strategies in this study.

We consider the first-order system of nonautonomous ordinary differential equa-
tions

(1.1) y(t) = f(t,y(t); y(to) =yo, to <t < T, y e R™, f: R™ 5 R™ |

of size m with yo given. We will use the tensor notation denoting the components in
(1.1) by U} and fU}, j =1, 2, ..., m. We will often consider nonautonomous sys-
tems because the exposition is less cluttered. In order to convert (1.1) to autonomous
form, the system can be augmented with (y{m+1}) = 1, with y{m+1}(¢5) = to; hence,
t = y{m+1}(t). This is likely not a restrictive theoretical assumption, but there can be
exceptions [ ]; however, in practice it is preferable to treat the temporal components
separately. For brevity, we will refer to (1.1) in both autonomous and nonautonomous
forms depending on the context.

The purpose of this study is to analyze strategies for estimating the global error
at every time step n

(1.2) e(tn) =y(tn) —yYn, n=1,2,...,T/At,

that is, the difference between the exact solution y(t,) and a numerical approximation
Yn. A priori and a posteriori error bounds under appropriate smoothness assumptions
are well known [ , * ]. This study focuses on efficient a posteriori estimates of (¢, ).

We aim to bring a self-contained view of global error estimation. New results
are interlaced with classical theory to provide a contained picture for this topic. The
proposed algorithm generalizes all the strategies reviewed in this study and provides a
robust instrument for estimating a posteriori errors in numerical integration. Section
2 introduces the background for the theoretical developments and discusses different
strategies to estimate the global errors, which include developments that form the
basis of the proposed approach. In Sec. 3 we discuss the general linear methods
that are used to represent practical algorithms. The analysis of these schemes and
examples are provided in Sec. 4. In Sec. 5 we discuss the relationship between the
approach introduced here and related strategies and show how the latter are particular
instantiations of the former. Several numerical experiments are presented in Sec. 6,
and concluding remarks are discussed in Sec. 7.

2. Global errors. Let us consider a one-step linear numerical discretization
method for (1.1),

(21) Ynt1 = Yn + At(I)(tn>ynyAtn) y Yo = y(tO) yn=1,2,.. T/At)

where ® is called the Taylor increment function with ®(¢,,yn,0) = f(¢,y(t)). We de-
note the time series obtained via (2.1) as {ya:}. A method of order p for a sufficiently
smooth function f satisfies

(2.2a) [1y(tn + At) — ypya|] < CLAPH!
for a constant C'. The local error then satisfies

(2.2b) y(t + At) — y(t) — Atd(t, y(t), At) = dpy1 () ALPT + O(APT?),
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The following classical result states the bounds on the global errors.

THEOREM 2.1. Let U be a neighborhood of {(t,y(t))|[to <t < T}, where y(t) is
the exact solution of (1.1) and there exists a constant L such that ||f(t,y)— f(¢, 2)]| <
L|jy — z|| and (2.2) is satisfied for (t,z), (t,y) € U. Then

Ca (-
b < AP = (t=to) _
(2.3) lle(®)ll < A== (e 1)
for a constant Cs.
This is proved in several treatises [ , , ]. Under sufficient smoothness as-
sumptions [ , ], it follows that the global error satisfies
(2.4) £(t) = y(t) — yarlt) = ep()ALP + o(AFP),

where y, := yai(t) at t = to + nAt. These results are obtained by comparing the
expansions of the exact and the numerical solutions. To alleviate the analysis diffi-
culties that come with large p, we use the B-series representation of the derivatives.

DEFINITION 2.2 (Rooted trees and labeled trees [, |). Let T be a set of ordered
indezes Ty = {j1 < j2 < js < -++ < jq} with cardinality q. A labeled tree of order
q is a mapping T : T\{j1} — Ty such that 7(j) < j, Vj € Tg\{j1}. The set of
all labeled trees of order q is denoted by LTy. The order of a tree is denoted by
p(T) = q. Furthermore, we define an equivalence class of order q as the permutation
o Ty — Ty such that o(j) = j, 7ho = 074, Thy e € LT,. These unlabeled trees of
order q are denoted by T,, and the number of different monotonic labelings of T € Ty,
is denoted by a(T). Also, T(;# = T, U0, where ) is the empty tree and the only one
with p(P) = 0.

DEFINITION 2.3 (Elementary differentials [, *]). For a labeled tree T € LT we
call an elementary differential the expression

(2.5) FEY e = Y T1A%k,.

K2, Ks,.., Ky i=1

where K1, Ko, ..., K4 =1,2,...,m, and ff{({,}K%“,KT = or flUY joylialylKa}l | ik},

We denote by F(1)(v) = [FU(r)(y), FH (1)), .., FUH )W)
We use the graphical notation to represent derivatives discussed in [ , |.

Ezample. The treeY corresponds to f'f”(f, f). The trees of order 4 are Ty =

{VQY i } a(t) =1 for 7 € Ty\ {\}} o (\}) = 3.

DEFINITION 2.4 (B-series [ ]). Leta:T — R be a mapping between the tree set
and real numbers. The following is called a B-series:

. At?
B(a,y) = a()y + Ata(® )f(y) + —5-a(3 )F(3)) + -

D afr
(2.6) -3 %Tf—)amﬂr)(y),

TeT

where T = {0} UTn U2 --.
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The exact solution of an ODE system is a B-series [ ]. Formally we have the
following result.
THEOREM 2.5 (Exact solution as B-series [ ]). The ezact solution of (1.1)satisfies

y (1) =" a(r)P(r)(y).
TET

Therefore the exact solution is given by (2.6) with a(t) = 1, and the coefficient of
Atp(T)F(T)(y) in the expansion is given by %, VreTy, k=1,2,...,p.

The elementary weights in the expression of the B-series are independent. The
following result captures this aspect.

LEMMA 2.6 (Independence of elemetary differentials [ ]). The elementary differ-
entials are independent. Moreover, the values of the distinct elementary differentials
for (yl}y = H;?:l(y{j})mf/mj!, y{}(to) = 0 are given by F(m)(y(to)) = ei, where
k is the number of resulting trees when the root is removed and m; is the number of
copies of ;.

The order of the numerical method can be defined in terms of a B-series as follows.

DEFINITION 2.7 (Order of time-stepping methods). A numerical method applied
to (1.1) with f p-times continuous differentiable is of order p if the expansion of the

numerical solution satisfies (2.6) with p(1) < p.

2.1. Error equation. We now analyze the propagation of numerical errors
through the time-stepping processes.

THEOREM 2.8 (Asymptotic expansion of the global errors [ , ). Suppose that
method (2.1) possesses an expansion (2.2b) under smoothness conditions of Theorem
2.1. Then the global error has an asymptotic expansion of form

@) Y(t) — ymelt) = e AP + - + en (ALY + Ens(t) AN,
where Ea¢(t) is bounded on to <t < T and 0 < At < AT for some AT, and ep(t)
satisfies

(2.8) e;(t) = g—i(t,y) cep(t) +dpyi(t), ep(to) =0.

The other e;(t) terms satisfy similar equations.

Proof. Consider a perturbed method Fas(t) := yas(t)+ep(t)At?. Then yai(t) can
be represented as the numerical solution of a new method: 7p11 = i]n—{-At(fI;(tn, Un, At).
By comparison with (2.1) we obtain

(2.9) B(t, T, At) = B(t, T — ep(t) AL, AL) + (ep(t + At) — ep(t))AtPL,

Expanding the local error of the perturbed method with the Taylor function defined
by (2.9) yields

y(t+A) —y(t) - Atd(t, y(t), At)
of
(2.10) = (dp+1(t) + bz(t,y)ep(t) - e;(t)) AP ORGP,
It follows from Theorem 2.1 that the global error ep(t) satisfying (2.8) and

(2.11) Y(t) — yar(t) = ep(t)AtP + O(ALPTY)

determines the asymptotic expansion. For more details see [ |. O
Equations for the next terms in the global error expansion can be obtained by
using the same procedure; however, this is not pursued in this study.
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2.1.1. Estimating global errors using two methods. We now introduce
the general global error estimation strategy used in this study. This approach relies
on propagating two solutions through a linear time-stepping process that has the
property of maintaining a fixed ratio between the truncation error terms. The result
can be stated as follows.

THEOREM 2.9 (Global error estimation with two methods). Consider numerical
solutions {yn} and {Gn} of (1.1) obtained by two time-stepping methods started from
the same ezact initial condition under the conditions of Theorem 2.8. If the local
errors of the two methods with increments ® and ® satisfy

(2128) Yt -+ At) —y(t) — ALB(E (), At) = dpy1 () APH! + O(ALH2),
(212b)  y(t+ At) — y(t) — AtB(E, y(2), At) = Ydpr1 (t) AT + O(APH?),

where dpyi(tn) = ?EiT)!ZTETp+1 a(r)a(T)F(7)(yn) with constant vy # 1, then the
global error satisfies

(213)  epltn) = 7 (ilta) ~(tn)) = ep(ta) A7 + O(AEHY),

when yo = Go = y(to); hence, e, <X y(tn) — Yn.
Proof. Use (2.7) and (2.8) to write the global error equations for the two methods
with nearby solutions:

(2.14a) el (t) = g;i(t,w ep(t) +dpir(t), eplto) =0,
(2.14b) E(0) = SL(6) - 6t) + 1dpa(0), Golto) =0.

It follows that the solutions of the two ordinary differential equations satisfy e,(t) =
vYép(t). We can then verify (2.13) by inserting (2.11):

1

ep(tn) = 7= (5(tn) — y(tn))
1—i; (y(t) — &x(t) AP — y(t) + ex(t) ALP + O(ALPT))
= e,(t)AtP + O(ALPHY)

-3

Il

forn= 1,25 O

A particular case is ¥ = 0. Moreover, under the assumptions of Theorem 2.9, one
can always compute a higher-order approximation by combining the two solutions.

COROLLARY 2.10. If v = 0 in Theorem 2.9, then we revert to the case of using
two methods of different orders, p and p + 1, to estimate the global errors for the
method of order p.

COROLLARY 2.11. A method of order p+ 1 can be obtained with conditions of
Theorem 2.9 by

- 1 . v
(2.15) Yn =Yn tén= myn - m’yn-

We note that a related analysis has been carried out in [ ] with an emphasis of
reusing standard codes for solving ODEs with global error estimation.
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The result presented above is the basis of the developments in this study. We
introduce new type of methods that provide a posteriori error estimates, and we show
that this procedure generalizes all strategies that compute global errors by propagating
multiple solutions or integrating related problems. The validity of this approach when
variable time steps are used is discussed next.

2.1.2. Global errors with variable time steps. Following [~ ], for variable
time stepping we consider tn+1 — t, = v(tp)At, n=1,2,... .
Then the local error expansion (2.2b) becomes

y(t + V(t)At) —y(t) — v(t) At (¢, y(t), At) =
dpr1 () (EPFIAPTY 4o dy vV AN+ oAV Y,

and instead of (2.9) we obtain

O(t, T, (£)AL) = B(t, Tn — ep(t) AP, U(t)AL) + (ep(t + v(t)AL) — ep(t))u—(At)%.
Then (2.10) becomes
y(t + v(t)At) — y(t) — v(t) Atd(t, y(t), v(t)At)
= u(t) (dp+1(t)u(t)” + ‘;—g(t, y)ep(t) — e;,(t)> AT L O(APF?),

Instead of (2.8), the global error e, (t) satisfies the following equation

(216) 4(8) = L (t1) - lt) + P dpia (1), 4(0) = 0.
The results introduced in this study and summarized by Theorem 2.9 carry over to
variable time stepping with At replaced by Atmax = max(v(t)At) and, therefore,
allows the application of such strategies in practical contexts.

In this study we do not address the problem of time-step adaptivity based on
global error estimates. In practice, the adaptivity can be based on asymptotically
correct local error estimates that are provided directly by the methods proposed here.

2.1.3. Methods satisfying the exact principal error equation. We next
review a class or methods used for global error estimation. Consider an asymptotic
error expansion in (2.8) of

(2.17)
et) = Y a(r)a(r)F(r)(y(t)), t >to, and e(to) = Y a(r)a(r)F(r)(y(to)) ,

T€T), TET,

for some constant (7). By inserting (2.17) in (2.8) we obtain

d(t) =— | > a(r)e(r)F(r)(y(®)| — %(y(t))' Y alr)e(r)F(r)(y(t))

T€T,

219) = ¥ ate(r) | §FO60) - Sam)Pneo)
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This expression implies that if the local error satisfies (2.18), then (2.17) is the exact
solution of (2.8), and therefore the global errors can be estimated directly, as described
below.

This strategy was indirectly introduced by Butcher | ] in an attempt to break the
order barriers of multistage methods under the alias “effective order.” Stetter | ]
observed the relationship between (2.18) and the global error (2.8). This strategy
requires a starting procedure S to enforce e(fo), a method M that satisfies (2.18),
and a finalizing procedure F to extract the global error. We denote by S(o), M(o),
F(o) the application of each method on solution o. Stetter [ ] found that S and
F can be one order less than M. Examples of such triplets can be found in many
studies [, 5 — 5

Algorithm [A:ExPrErEq|: Methods with exact principal error equation | |
Solve
(2.192)  y1 =S(yo), y(to) = yo
Yn = M(yn-1)
2.19b nE2 3 e so that (2.18).
( ) { €n = Yn — F(yn-1) 2L
One such scheme is provided in Appendix C. However, a caveat is that methods

based on explicit Runge-Kutta schemes require as many nonzero stage coefficients as
the order of the method because M needs to have a nonzero tall tree of p + 1, hence,
the effective order is limited by p < s. For instance, an order 5 method requires at
least five stages. This requirement comes from the fact that tall trees need to be
nonzero in (2.18). However, this strategy is still effective for high orders. Recently
the effective order was discussed in [ , — , |]. Effective order through method
composition has recently been discussed in [ ].

Although this concept is attractive in terms of efficiency, Prince and Wright [ ]
noted a severe problem with using it for global error estimation: If the system has
unstable components, then the error approximation becomes unreliable, as can be
seen in Fig. 6.4. This is a severe limitation because having unstable components
makes the local error estimates unreliable, and this is precisely the case when one
would need to use global error estimation.

2.2, Differential correction. The differential correction techniques for global
error estimation are based on the work of Zadunaisky [ ]. The discussion of the
Zadunaisky procedure is deferred to Sec. 2.2.3.

2.2.1. Error equation and the defect. We follow the exposition in [ , ]
and assume that there exists a solution z(t) of a perturbed system

(2200 2(t) = f(t 2(8) — r(8); 2(to) = 20, 7(0) =yo— 20, to <t < T,

close to y(t). The error function (between the solutions of (1.1) and (2.20)) is given
by [ ]

(2.21) e(t) = y(t) — z(t),
(2.22) e'(t) = A(t)e(t) — r(t), A= /0 f'(t, y(t) + se(t)) ds.

If e(to) = 0 and approximate A(t) = %(t, y) + O(e(t)) in (2.22), then we obtain

of

(2.23) e'(t) = En

(t,y)e(t) —r(t), e(to) =0, to <t <T,
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with r(t) = —d,41(t)AtP. This is asymptotically equivalent to solving the first varia-
tion (leading term) of the global error equation for e,; i.e., (2.8). Consider now that
the nearby solution, z(t), is obtained through an interpolatory function P(t), and
define the defect D(t) as

(2.24) D(t) = f(t, P(t)) — P'(t).

Estimates of the local truncation errors can be obtained by using continuous out-
put [- ]. Lang and Verwer [ | showed that if P(t) is obtained through Hermite
interpolation, then

D) =[y'(t) - £(t,y(®)] = [f(t, P(})) — P'(t)] = O(AL®), t € (tn,tns1),

and in particular D(t,+ %—t-) = O(At*). Furthermore, a relation between the defect at
tn+ 4 and the leading term of the local truncation error, D(tpyy) = Sdpt1(tn) At +
O(AtP*1), 1 < p < 3, can be obtained. We can then set r(t) = %D(tn+%): t e
(tn,tnt1), and (2.8) and (2.23) become

(2.25) €'(t) = f'(tn,yn)e(t) = 7(tny1), e(to) =0, ta <t <tpy1, n=0,1,...,N.

2.2.2. Solving the error equation. If the Jacobian of f is available, then
(2.25) can be solved directly asin | |.

Algorithm [A:SoErEq): Solving the error equation [ |
Solve
(2263') y’ = f(ta y) ) y(tO) = 1Yo
(2.26b)  €'(t) = Je(t) + [dp+1(tn)At], g(to) =0
d
dp+1(tn) = Y(tns1) — Ynsr + (’)(At"+2) » J = 5_5 ‘
The authors of [ ] argue that (2.26b) can be solved with a cheaper, lower-order

method. In this case, however, the bulk of the work resides on determining dp11.

2.2.3. Solving for the correction. This approach follows the developments
in presented in [ , , | and further refined in [ - ]. We start from (2.20) and
denote by P(t) its exact solution. Equation (2.21) becomes

(2.27a) e(t) =y(t) — P(t), and
(2.27b)  €(t) = (y(t) — P(t)) = f(t,y(t)) — P(t) = f(t, P(t) +e(t)) — P'(t).
We can see the connection between (2.27b) and (2.8) by starting with (2.8):
e'(t) = f'(ty(t)e(t) + D(t) = f(t,y(t) - f(t,y(t) — e(t)) — £(t, P(t)) — P'(t)
= f(t,y(t)) — P'(t) = f(t, P(t) +e(t)) — P'(2),

where we neglected the higher-order terms and used (2.24) and (2.27a). The equations
to be solved are known as the Zadunaisky procedure [ |

Algorithm [A:ZaPr|: Zadunaisky procedure | |

Solve
(2'283') yl = f(t1 y) ] y(tO) =%Yo
(2.28b) e = f(t, P(t)+¢)— P'(t), e(to) =0

P(t) = y(t) — yae(t).
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We will show that equations (2.28) (in [A:ZaPr]) can be solved by using a general
linear method representation (5.1) described in Sec. 5.1.

2.3. Extrapolation approach. The global error estimation through extrap-
olation dates back to [ ]. The procedure is the following. Propagate two solu-
tions ya¢,n and Y4t p, ONE with At and one with At/2, each with global errors
eatn = Y(tn) — Yatn, £ar, = =y(tn) — Yyae o respectively.

Then it follows that by using a method of order p one obtains [ ]

eatn = U(tn) — yarn = €A77 + O(APH)

At\? ol
Eqen =Yltn) —ygn=cp( 5 ) +O(BI).

The global error and a solution of one order higher can be obtained as

op
(2.292) eatn = m(ym,n —yar )+ O(AtPT!),
op

(2.29b)  Yatn = yarn +€atn = 1—2r

Yatn — Yar = y(tn) + O(APT)

1-2r
These statements are a particular instantiation of (2.13) and (2.15) with v =1/2”,

Algorithm [A:Ex]: Extrapolation
Solve y' = f(t,y) by using a method of order p with two time steps At and At/2

(2.30a) v'=ft,9) = Yatn, Yatn, y(to) = Yo
i
(230b) £ = 1 — 217 (yAt,’n o y_%L_’n) &

2.4. Underlying higher order method. All the methods described in this
study attempt to use an underlying higher order method to estimate the global er-
ror. In the case of [A:ExPrErEq] the exact principal error algorithm (2.19) and of
[A:SoErEq] solving the error equation (2.26), we find that the actual equation being
solved is modified to include the truncation error term. By adding (2.26a) and (2.26b)
one obtains

y +€ fly) +Je+ D(y)

=7
v =fU—e)+Je+D(y)
v =/ +D).

In the case of the Zadunaisky algorithm [A:ZaPr] (2.28), one can recover the
underlying higher-order method by replacing the error term in (2.28h) with ¢ from
(2.15) and using the conditions imposed on P (see [ ]). We show an example in
Sec. 5.1. The extrapolation algorithm [A:Ex] (2.30) reveals the higher-order estimate
directly in (2.29D).

3. General linear methods. The methods introduced in this study are rep-
resented by GL schemes. General linear methods were introduced by Burrage and
Butcher [ |; however, many GL-type schemes have been proposed to extend either
Runge-Kutta methods [ ] to linear multistep (LM) or vice versa [ , |, as well as
other extensions [ , , , ]. GL methods are thus a generalization of both RK and
LM methods, and we use the GL formalism to introduce new methods that provide
asymptotically correct global error estimates.
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Denote the solution at the current step (n—1) by an r-component vector y[?—1 =

[y" 1 yEg)_ v ygf)_ 1]]T, which contains the available information in the form of
numerical approximations to the ODE (1.1) solutions and their derivatives at dif-
ferent time indexes. To increase clarity, we henceforth denote the time index in-
side square brackets. The stage values (at step n) are denoted by Y(;) and stage

derivatives by f; = f(Y(y), i =1,2,..., s, and can be compactly represented as

T 717 717
Y=Y, Y. Y| andf= [(1) &) £5)]
The r-value s-stage GL method is described by

AtZA”f(J)—I-ZUWyE?) U §=1,9,...,8;
(3.1)
n] _ [n-1]
Yy = ZAtBUf —I—ZV”y(]) , 1 2w s

where (A, U,B, V) are the coefficients that define each method and can be grouped
further into the GL matrix M:

Y | | A, UsIl, Atf - M Atf
y[n] T I B®IL, V&I, y[n—l] = y[n_1] :

Expression (3.1) is the most generic representation of GL methods [ , p. 434] and
encompasses both RK methods (r = 1, s > 1) and LM methods (r > 1, s = 1)
as particular cases. In this work we consider methods with r = 2, where the first
component represents the primary solution of the problem (2.12a) and the second
component can represent either the defect (2.13) or the secondary component (2.12h).
Only multistage-like methods are considered; however, multistep-multistage methods
(r > 2) are also possible.

If method (8.1) is consistent, (there exist vectors qo, ¢1 such that Vgo = qo, Ugo =
1,and B1+Vg = q+q1 | ,Def. 3.2 and 3.3]) and stable (]| V"|| remains bounded,
Yn=1,2,... [ ., Def. 3.1]), then the method (3.1) is convergent [ , Thm. 3.5], [ ,

]. In-depth descriptions and survey materials on GL methods can be foundin [ ,

, 5 ]. In this study we use self-starting methods, and therefore S = I. In general
the initial input vector y!® can be generated through a “starting procedure,” S =
{S; :R™ — R™},_, ,, represented by generalized RK methods; see [ , Chap. 53]
and [ ]. The final solution is typically obtained by applying a “finishing procedure,”
F: R™ — R™, to the last output vector; in our case this is also the identity. We
denote by the GL process the GL method applied n times and described by SM™IF;
that is, M is applied n times on the vector provided by S, and then [ is used to extract
the final solution.

3.1. Order conditions for GL methods. The order conditions rely on the the-
ory outlined by Butcher [ , , ]. The derivatives of the numerical and exact solution
are represented by rooted trees and expressed as a B-series [ , ] as delineated in The-
orem 2.5 and order definition 2.7. We use an algebraic criterion characterize the order
conditions for GL methods as follows. Let 7 € T and E® : T — R, the “exact solu-
tion operator” of differential equation (1.1), which represents the elementary weights
for the ezact solution at OAt. If = 1, then EN (1) = E(1) = p()!/(a(T)a(T)). The
order can be analyzed algebraically by introducing a mapping §; : T — R: &;(0) = bO ;
&(r) = ®@ (1), where @ (7), i = 1,...,r, results from the starting procedure and
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{) represents the “empty tree.” Then for the general linear method (A, U,B,V), one
has

~

(3.2) n(r) = AnD(r) + U4(r),  &(r) =BnD(r) +U¢(r), 7€T,

where 7, nD are mappings from T to scalars that correspond to the internal stages and
stage derivatives and £ represents the output vector. The exact weights are obtained
from [E](T). The order of the GL method can be determined by a direct comparison

~

between £(7) and [E¢](7). More details can be found in [ ], where a criterion for
order p is given for a GL method described by M and S. The criterion is simplified if
S =F = I as discussed in [ ]. Therefore in general, an order p GL method results
from the direct comparison of elementary wights of [M"™](r;) = [E™](r;) V75, p(15) <
p. This criterion is a direct consequence of [ , Def. 3 and Prop. 1]. In our particular
case, methods satisfying Theorem 2.9 can be developed by enforcing (2.12) on the

corresponding solution vector.

3.2. Linear stability of GL methods. The linear stability analysis of method
(3.1) is performed on a linear scalar test problem: y'(t) = ay(t), a € C. Applying
(3.1) to the test problem yields a solution of form y**1 = R(z) yl],

(3.3) R(z) =V +:zB(I, —zA)"' U,
(3.4) O(w, z) = det(wl, — R(2)),

where z = aAt and R(z) is referred to as the stability matrix of the scheme and
®(w, z) is the stability function.

For given z, method (3.1) is linearly stable if the spectral radius of R(z) is con-
tained by the complex unit disk. The stability region is defined as the set S =
{z € C:|R(2)| <1}. The linear stability region provides valuable insight into the
method’s behavior with nonlinear systems. Additional details can be found in [ .

4. Methods with global error estimation (GEE). We now introduce GL
methods with global and local error estimation. We focus on Runge-Kutta-like
schemes in the sense that the resulting GL methods are self-starting multistage
schemes. We therefore restrict our exposition to methods that carry two solutions
explicitly and where » = 2. Generalizations are possible but not addressed here.
The methods are given in two forms that use different input and output quantities.
The first form used for numerical analysis results in a scheme denoted by GLy¥ that
evolves two solutions of the ODE problem y and §. Methods GLy¥ take the following
form:

Yoy = AtY Ay f(Y) + Uyl 4+ Usayly ™V, i=1,2,.., s,
Jj=1

(41)  yin = Ot Biaf(¥ip) + Vil U+ Vigy Y,
=1
5 n—1 =1
Uy = A Baf(Yiy) + Vanu(hy !+ Vaay(
j=1

We will consider V' = I, although more general forms can also be considered. The
second form, denoted by GLye, is given as a method that evolves the solution of the
base method and the error explicitly, y and ¢, as {y["), e[} = GLye({y*~ 1, el"11}),
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and has a more practical flavor. Both forms can be expressed as GL methods with
tableaux (Ayg, Uyg, Byg, Vyy) and (Aye, Uy, Bye, Vi), respectively; and one can
switch between the forms as explained below.

LEMMA 4.1. GL methods of form (4.1) that satisfy the conditions of Theo-
rem 2.9 with coefficients (Ayg, Uyg, Byg, Vyg), where y™ = [(y™)T, (gI"T]T, and
(Aye, Uye, Bye, Vo), where y = [T, (NT]T are related by

(4.2) Ay = Ay, Vg =Vye, Uy =U, . T, Byi(l,:) = TyeBye,

ye
1 0
whereT—[l 1_7].

Proof. We start with a GLye method defined by (A,., Uye, By, V) and write
the resulting expression by applying (4.1) with ym = yl7l and yg = el We then
replace el™ with ﬁ (g™ — yI*l) as in Theorem 2.9, (2.13). The resulting expres-

n

sion can then be written as a GLyy scheme with y{lg =yl and y% = §". This

calculation leads to (4.2). This transformation is unique as long as v # 1. O
The following algorithm is proposed.

Algorithm [A:GLMGEE]: General linear methods with global error estimation

Initialize: 4% = y(to) = wo, el = e(to) = 0.

Solve: y' = f(t,y) using

(4.3a)  {y", e} =GLye({y*~Y, -1}, [solution, GEE)
(4.3b) Eloc =€l™ — gln—1] , [local error]
1

gl —yIn] o cln] — i) _ Y [n] hich
(4.3c) 7 y™ + e - ’Yy T 7y : [high order]

4.1. Consistency and preconsistency analysis. We now discuss consistency
and preconsistency conditions in the case of a method with r = 2. Following [ ], we
require that

(4.4a) u" Y =g 0y (tna1) + Atgi 1y (tne1) + O(AL?), i=1,2
(4.4b) Y; =y(tn—1 + ciAt) + O(At?), i=1,2,...,s
(4.4c) " =gi oy(tn) + Atginy/(tn) + O(AE?), i=1,2.

From (4.4b) we obtain
Y(tn-1) = (u3,1q1,0 + %;,292,0)Y(tn-1)
+eiAty' (tn—1) + At(uinqr,1 + ©i292,1)Y (tn-1)

+ ALY iy (tao1) + O(AL?), i=1,2,...,5,
i

and therefore Ugo =1 and ¢; = ) a;,; + Ugq:. We next combine (4.4a) and (4.4c):

4i,0(Y(tn—1) + Aty (tn-1)) + Atgi 1y (tn—1) = Gi,0¥(tn-1) + Atgi 1y (tn—1)

+ At S by sy(tnr) + O(A),
J

where we have considered that V = I. The consistency condition B1 = ¢ follows.
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4.2. Order conditions. The order conditions are based on the algebraic repre-
sentation of the propagation of the B-series through the GL process as discussed in
§3.1. Additional constraints are imposed so that Theorem 2.9 applies directly as a
result of the GL process. To this end, we consider an order p GLyy method by setting
E& (1) = & (1) = &oT), for all T € Ty, and

5)  v(Ba(m) &) =Ba(r) &), TeTm,v#1,

assuming that the inputs of the GP process v§i(7) = &2(7), T € Tpy1. Here grepre—
sents the numerical output, and E£ corresponds to the exact solution as introduced
in (3.2). Then the error of the base method satisfies

(4.5b) =3 (Ba(r)— &(n)F(r)(y) + O(AP*?)

T€TH41

Expression (4.5a) is equivalent to imposing (2.12). We also impose stability order [ |
p=p+3: ®(exp(z), z) = O(AtP), to obtain robust methods.

The two solutions that evolve through the GL process are connected internally,
and therefore the error estimation may be hindered in the case of unstable dynamics
as discussed in [ |. In Fig. 6.4 we illustrate such a behavior. To this end, we require
that the elementary differentials of the two methods resulting from applying the GL
method be independent from each other’s entries for all trees of order p+1 and p+ 2.
This requirement can be expressed as

(46) al,Q}(Tj)[g{Z,l} (T’C)] = 01 Vj,k, p(Tk) ) p(TJ) & {p +1 y D -+ 2})

where £(4(7;) is the coefficient of input £ corresponding to tree index j and 2{1} (1) is
the coefficient of GL output i corresponding to tree index k. In other words, output
1 that corresponds to tree index j does not depend on the input 2 of tree index k,
and the same for output 2 and input 1.

LEMMA 4.2. The elementary differentials of a GL method (4.1) with V = I
satisfy

(4.7) Ei(Tp) = K +&(mp) + BUE(Tp-1) + G(Trefr,2,....p-2})» 1= 1,2,
where K is a constant that depends on the tree index and G is a function of T of

orders 1 to p — 2.

Proof. For the first tree 7p we have nD(7r3) = 0. The next tree is ; = ¢, for
which nD(® ) = 1. Relation (3.2) gives

n(m) = AnD{(n) + U&(m) = Al + U&(m1).
This is allowed by Lemma 2.6. Next we have nD(r3) = nD( 3 ) = n(n) and
n(r2) = AnD(72) + U{(72) = A - (AL + Ug(n1)) + U(72) .

For the next tree we have nD(13) = nD®&) = (n(71))? and

n(ms) = A(Als + UE(m))? + Ué(),
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where the power is taken component-wise. The last third-order tree gives nD(74) =
aD(}) = n(m) and

n(7a) = A(A - (AnD(71) + U¢(m1)) + U(72)) + U&(7a)
= A%l + AU¢(n) + AUE(n)) + Ué(ma),

We then arrive at the following recurrence formula:

(4.8a) nD(m) =A ] n(r)+ Ug(rp-r).

j€T,_y

Similarly, one can verify that the recurrence for the output quantities satisfies

(48b) &) =BA [[ n(r)+BUL(T-1) +&i(1), 1 ={1,2,...,p— 1}
J€Lpa

This is a consequence of the fact that D(7,) = [[re(1,2,p—13 k- For trees with index
3 and 4 the output is obtained again from (3.2) and using the above derivations as

&i(3) = B((AL,)? + (UE(11))?) + &i(73),
&(r1) = B(A - (A1 + Ug(m1)) + UE(m2)) + &i(a) ,

An inductive argument yields (4.8b). O

PROPOSITION 4.3 (Output independence of GL method). A GL method for which
the off-diagonal elements of matriz BU are zero satisfies the independence assumption
(4.6).

Proof. We use the results of Lemma 4.2 and compute the output 7 for trees of order
p+ 1 and assume that the input is consistent of order p, that is, £;(Txef1,2,...,p}) =0
We obtain

o~

i(Tp41) = K + &(1p41) + BUE(7p) + G(Theqr ... p-1)) = K +&i(Tp41), 1=1,2.

For p + 2 and together with the fact that BU is a diagonal matrix, we obtain

Ei(Tpr2) = K + &i(Tpy2) + BUE(Tp41) + G(Theq1,2,....0})
= K + &i(mp+2) + BUE(7p41)
= K +&(1p42) + BU)i(1p11), i =1,2.

a0
A similar calculation for p+ 3 reveals that matrices BAU and B diag(A1)U need
to have only diagonal entries.

4.3. Optimal methods. We now discuss the need to balance the local trunca-
tion errors, which we would like to be as small as possible, with the ability to capture
the global errors. Zadunaisky’s procedure is attractive because it allows the reuse of
methods with well-established properties. In particular, one may consider methods
that minimize the truncation errors. However, when such optimal methods are used
in the context of global error estimation, it is important to verify that the errors are
still quantifiable. For instance, if not all the truncation error terms are nonzero, then
special care needs to be exércised because some problems may render the global error
estimation “blind” to local error accumulation.
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To illustrate this rather subtle point, we con-
sider using Zadunaisky’s procedure (2.28) with
method RK3(2)G1 (5.2) introduced in [ ]. This
is a third-order scheme; however, it has no errors

that correspond to fourth- order treeso and i

but does not resolve exactlyY and ”; other-
wise it would have been a fourth-order method.
With the aid of Lemma 2.6 we construct a sim-
ple problem: y = 1, yb = royl, yh = K3yl
where k; are some constants. For this problem,
the RK3(2)G1 is an order 4 method because the
tall tree that would have affected the third com-
ponent is matched exactly by this method. This
means that the base method y has the same or-
der as the higher-order companion, 3. Therefore,

10— v——:

—-exacl error
10" —- eslimated global error

L2 eror norm
=

4] 02 04 06 08 1
time

Fig. 4.1. Failure to capture the
global errors correctly for system y; =
1, yb = koyl, yh = kay} solved with
RK3(2)G1 (5.2) [ ].

the third component can cause the results to be unreliable. In Fig. 4.1 we show the
third component, which confirms the inadequacy in the error estimation procedure.

4.4. Second-order explicit Runge-Kutta-type methods. We now intro-
duce a few methods of type [A:GLMGEE] (4.3). We begin with a detailed inspection
of second-order methods. Schemes with s = 2 are not possible because that would im-
ply that one can have an explicit third-order method via (2.15) with only two stages,

which is a statement that is easy to disprove.

A method with s = 3 and v = 0 in GLye form is given by the following tableaux,

0 0 0
1 0 0
(4.9) My.=| 1/4 1/4 0

10

1/12 1/12 5/6
1/12 1/12 -1/6

0

1

1

1 =115
1

0 1

where the four blocks represent (Aye, Uye,Bye, Vye) as discussed above. Method

(4.9) can then be expressed as follows:

(4.10a) Y; =y,
(4.10b) Yy =yt~ 4 106"+ AtF(11),
1 1

(4.10¢) Yy =yl gl Ay <Zf(yl) + Zf(yiz)) )

[n] _yln=1] 1 £ 5
w108 e (o + ) + 2109))
(4.100) ol gl oy (ifm) + = f(¥) - 1f<Y3>> '

12 12 6

In (4.10) we note the Runge-Kutta structure; however, we see that the defect takes
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an active role in the stage calculations. By using (4.2), we obtain the GLyy form as

0o 0 0|1 o0
1 0 0]-9 10
(4.11) My;=| 1/4 1/4 0 |2 -1
1/12 1/12 5/6| 1 0
1/6 1/6 2/3| 0 1

In particular, (4.11) is expressed as

(4.12a) Yy =yl
(412b) Yo = -9yl p 1051 £ Atf(V7), -

1 i
(4120) Y3 =2gln gl g A (zf (¥) + ;lf(Yz)) ’

1

(412 =y 0 (500 + 510 + 55090

1 1 2
(4.12¢) Ml =gin=1 4 At <gf(Y1) +5f(Y2) + §f(Y3)> , e= gyl

Here we note the explicit contribution of two solutions. A solution of order 3 is
obtained according to (2.15) by 3" = §[" because y = 0. Moreover, a local error
estimate for y[™ in (4.12d) corresponds to

(418) o=l = o () + 50 - 30%)

which is an obvious statement. This is also obtained by replacing 7»~1 by yl™ in
the right-hand sides of (4.12) and taking the differences between the two solutions or
setting e»~1 = 0 in (4.10). Additional second-order methods are given in Appendix
Al

4.5. Third-order explicit Runge-Kutta-type methods. Closed-form solu-
tions were difficult to obtain for methods of order 3. We therefore explored the space
of such methods using a numerical optimization such asin [ |. One method of order
3 with v = 0, s = 5 stages, and having significant negative real axis stability was
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found to have the following coeflicients up to 40 digits accuracy:

(4.14)

Qo q — _ .2169604947363702313 Qn | — 46526746497697123805 G o — — 10297879244026594958
2,1 = T 24313474998937147335° 3,1 T 94116917485856474137° 3,2 01994576037 1 7988210 7

Q4 1 — 233647880356845082499 Qa0 — — -79205144337496116638 . _ 40051189859317443782
4,1 = B7426311444726380446° 4,2 = T 748994349441340815519° 4,3 — 36487615018004984300 *

Qe 1 — -42089522664062539205 Qs o — _ 15074384760342762030 . _ _ 62274678522253371016
5,1 = 124911313006412840286 ° 5,2 = T 137027286866289746282° 5,3 = T 125018573676298591413

e 4 = L3755475720852471739 by — 01546696837458703723 by 5 — _ 55810892792806293355
5,4 = 79257927066651693390 ’ 1,1 = 56982519523786 160813 1,2 = T 206957624151308356511

by « = 24061048952676379087 by 4 — 3577972206874351339 by . — _ 59449832054780563947
1,3 = T5R7393479560387 23405 ° 1,4 = %599733370677197135 1,6 = T 137360038685338563670

by, — _ OT3B262186984169168 by o = — 32797097931948613195 Bo o — 42895514606418420631
2,1 = T 0926908246 1487742083 2,2 = T 61521565616362163366 * 2,3 = 71714201188501437336

bo 4 — 2260B567633166065068 bo - — 24655809487476459565 us 1 — J0820300139834661560
2,4 = 55371917806607957003 2,5 = 151517167160302729021 * 1,1 = R0863923579600460826 1

Wy o — 10043614430674808267 o — 161694774978034105510 U o — — 55507121387823045139
1,2 = B0863923570500469826 1 2,1 = 7106187653640211060371 * 2,2 = T 106187653640211060371

U | — TB486094644566264568 Un o — IBB1936252167658413 ug | — §5391922146334854435
3,1 = BRI71030896733822081 3,2 = BR171030896733822981 4,1 = Ri570853840405479564 °

g o — 19175931604070625119 we | — 8607282770183754108 Us o — L100060763666313171803
4,2 = 84570853840405479564 ° 5,1 = 708658046436496925911 5,2 — 108658046436496925911 *

We note that this is not an optimal method. It is just an example that was relatively
easy to obtain and will be used in the numerical experiments.

5. Relationships with other global error estimation strategies. Here we
discuss the relationship between our approach and the existing strategies that we focus
on in this study. We show how the latter are particular instantiations of the strategy
introduced here. This inclusion is facilitated by the use of Lemma 4.1, which reveals
a linear relationship between propagating two solutions and propagating one solution
and its defect. We discuss below in some detail the Zadunaisky procedure and the
extrapolation approach. Method [A:ExPrErEq] with exact principal error equation
(2.19) can obviously be represented as a GL schemes. Methods that implicitly solve
the error equation can also be represented as GL schemes; however, in this study we
will not expand on this point.

5.1. Zadunaisky’s approach. Let us consider the Runge-Kutta methods that
integrate the global errors introduced by [ , , , |. The RK tableau is defined
by the triplet (A, B, C) and the interpolation operators by (B*, D*), where B* -
(6°,6%,...,6%7 yields the interpolant weight vector and D*-[6°,6,...,8°]7 yields its
derivative. In particular, D}; = B}; - j, j = 1,...,s. Denote by b} (0) = 5.’:1 ngef,

dr(6) = ?;1 D;-"jé?j, and consider the dense output formula given by

P(t+0At) =y + 0AL Y b} fi and P'(t+0AL) = 0AL Y d} f;

i=1 =1

and the error equation that is being solved is (2.28b) (g'(t) = f(¢, P(t)+&(t))— P'(t)).
We denote by B" = diag{C} - B* - W(C_)T, where W(C) is the Vandermonde matrix
with entries C; that is, {W(C)};; = C/™%; and D" = D* - W(C)T. The resulting
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method cast in GL format (4.1) is

Y A 0 (L, 0 Atf(Y1)

(5.1) Yo |_| B -AD" A |1, 1, Atf(Ys)
' Ynt1 BT o1 0 Yn
En41 'BTE* BT 0 1 En

Here we express the method for a scalar problem, in order to avoid the tensor products
and represent the stacked stages in Y{; 53. For example, method RK3(2)G1 [ ] is
given by the following Butcher tableau:

0] 0
1] -3 2
i1 g 2 3,
2| 2 . 0 9 4
B = 0o 3 3
(5.2) 1{-1 2 0 , 6 6
0 -1 1
1l 2 1 :
6 3 © D} =Bj;-j
i 2 1
§ 3 5 0

The equations to be solved when using the Zadunaisky procedure [A:ZaPr] are then
(2.28); however, one can show that they are equivalent to solving (5.1) and using the
strategy [A:GLMGEE] (4.1) introduced here. The explicit coefficients are listed in
tableau (B.1).

5.2. Global error extrapolation. Let us consider again the Runge-Kutta
methods defined by the triplet (A, B, C) of order p. By applying (2.29) we obtain the
method in the GL format,

Y, A 0 0 |1, 0 Atf(Y1)
Ys 0 1A 0 |1, B7'L Atf(Yz)

(5.3) v, =] o0 ife1, 14 |1, g1, || A |,
Yn+1 B* 0 0 1 0 Yn
Entl -pBT BT LT |0 1 &n

where 8 = ﬁ, v = 1/2P, and Y{; 23} are the s-stage vectors corresponding to the
original method stacked on top of each other. This is a method of type (4.1).
6. Numerical results. In this section we present numerical results with a de-

tailed set of test problems.

6.1. Test problems. We consider a set of simple but comprehensive test prob-
lems.
Problem [Prince42] is defined in [ ] (4.2) by

(6.1a) y =y —sin(t) + cos(t), y(0) ==k
(6.1b) y(t) = K * exp(t) + sin(t).
Here we take kK = 0. As a direct consequence of (6.1b), we see that that any per-

turbation of the solution y, such as numerical errors, leads to exponential growth.
Therefore we have an unstable dynamical system; and even if we start with kK = 0,
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numerical errors will lead to an exponential solution growth. This is a classical exam-
ple that is used to show the failure of local error estimation in general and of global
error estimation by using Algorithm [A:ExPrErEq] (2.19) [ ] in particular.

A similar problem [Kulikov2013I] is defined by Kulikov [ ] by

(6.2) i =2tys""ya, vh = 10texp(5ys — 1)) ya, ¥5 = 2tya, yh = —2tIn(y1),

so that y; (t) = exp(sin(t?)), y2(t) = exp(5sin(t?)), y3(t) = sin(t2) +1, y4(t) = cos(t?).
This problem is nonautonomous and exhibits unstable modes later in time.
Problem [Hull1972B4] is a nonlinear ODE defined in [ | (B4) by

(63)  Yl=-tp- B =y - s, =
A = ; = ) = )
Vi +93 VI + 93 Vi +v3
with yo = [3,0,0]7.
The last problem [LStab2] is used to assess linear stability properties of the pro-
posed numerical methods.

(6.4a) o' = Ay, y(0) = [11(0),2(0))", A= [ ‘g =5 ] , AM(A) = {a +ib,a—1ib},

a
y1(t) = exp(at) (y2(0) cos(bt) — y1(0) sin(bt))
(64B) { va(t) = exp(at) (y1(0) cos(bt) + y2(0) sin(bt))

This problem allows one to choose the position of the eigenvalues of the Jacobian,
A(A), in order to simulate problems with different spectral properties.

6.2. Numerical experiments. We begin with simple numerical experiments
that show when local error estimation is not suitable. Local error estimation is typi-
cally used for error control; however, in this study we do not explore this aspect. We
therefore compare the result of well-tuned numerical integrators that use local error
control with the global error estimates for the same problem. The two contexts are
different; however, the error estimation problem remains the same. We use Matlab’s
oded5 integrator with different tolerances whenever we refer to methods with local
error estimation.

In Figure 6.1 we show the errors over time for problems [Prince42] (6.1) and
[Kulikov2013I] (6.2). These problems are solved by using local error estimation (LEE)
- 6.1(a-b) and global error estimation (GEE) — 6.1(c-d). The absolute error tolerance
for LEE control is set to 1e-02. The methods with LEE systematically underestimate
the error levels as expected, whereas the methods with GEE capture the errors exactly.
Moreover, the global errors are captured well across components, as shown in Fig.
6.1(d).

In Fig. 6.2 we show the error behavior for problem [Hull1972B4] (6.3) when long
integration windows are considered. For LEE we set the absolute tolerance to 1le-05.
In this case we observe an error drift to levels of 1e-03 over 1,000 time units. The
method with GEE (4.11) can follow closely the error in time.

We next analyze the convergence properties of the methods discussed herein. In
Fig. 6.3 we show the convergence of the solution and of the error estimate. Here
we illustrate the convergence of GEE methods of orders two (A.2) and three (4.14)
for problem [Prince42] (6.1). The methods converge with their prescribed order;
moreover, the error estimate also converges with order p+ 1, as expected from (2.15).
In Fig. 6.4 we show the behavior of global error estimation when using [A:ExPrErEq],
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F1G. 6.1. Errors when solving problems with unstable modes by using local error estimation
(LEE) and global error estimation (GEE) [A:GLMGEE]. The absolute error tolerance for LEE
control is set to 1e-02. The GEE method used here is (A.1). GEE captures the errors ezactly while
LEFE underestimates them.

methods with exact principal error equation (2.19). Here we use method (C.1) [
(3.11)], which fails to capture the error magnitude as discussed in [ ] because the
estimated error is several orders of magnitude smaller that the true global error.

We next look at the linear stability properties of the methods introduced in this
study. In Fig. 6.5(a) we delineate the stability regions according to (3.3). In Fig.
6.5(b) we show numerical results for problem [LStab2] (6.4) with AAt = {1, 3,2, 1} x
(-1 4 +/—1) when using method (A.1). As expected, all solutions except for the one
corresponding to AAt = —14-y/—1 are stable, as can be interpreted from Fig. 6.5(a).

7. Discussion. In this study we introduce a new strategy for global error esti-
mation in time-stepping methods. This strategy is based on advancing in time the
solution along with the defect or, equivalently, two solutions that have a fixed rela-
tion between their truncation errors. The main idea is summarized in Theorem 2.9,
and practical considerations are brought up by Proposition 4.3. We note that this
strategy can be seen as a generalization of the Zadunaisky procedure and of several
others from the same class. We provide equivalent, representation of these methods in
the proposed GL form, (4.1).
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quite well. (b) However, for longer times we see an ezpected drift to error levels of 1e-03. (¢) GEE
method [A:GLMGEE] ((4.11) in this case) gives accurate error estimates even over long times.
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F1c. 6.3. Convergence of GEE methods [A:GLMGEE] for problem [Prince42] (6.1). In (a)
we show the error in the solution obtained by second-order GEE method (A.2) and the estimated
global error, which follows it closely, as well as the difference between the true error and the error
estimate. An asymptotic guide is provided by the red dashed lines. (b) This is the same as (a) but
using the third-order method (4.14).

We have explored several algorithms in this study. The methods [A:ExPrErEq]
with exact principal error equation (2.19) [ ] are attractive because they offer global
error estimates extremely cheaply; however, they were shown in [ | to be unreliable
as illustrated in Fig. 6.4. Strategies that directly solve the error equation, such as
[A:SoErEq] (2.26), need a reliable way of estimating the local errors and the avail-
ability of the Jacobian. We found these methods to be robust, especially the strategy
proposed in | | for low-order methods. The Zadunaisky procedure [A:ZaPr] (2.28) is
arguably one of the most popular approaches for global error estimation. It is related
to [A:SoErEq], as discussed, and a particular case of the approach introduced in this
study. The extrapolation algorithm [A:Ex] (2.30) is the most robust; however, it is
also the most expensive and also a particular case of [A:GLMGEE].

The methods introduced here are based on a general linear representation. The
particular case under study is given by form (4.1); however, the analysis is not re-
stricted to that situation. Particular instances of second and third order are presented
throughout this study. The error estimates can be used for error control; however, in
this study we do not address this issue.

We provide several numerical experiments in which we illustrate the behavior of
the global error estimation procedures introduced here, their convergence behavior,
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F1G. 6.5. Linear stability regions for the [A:GLMGEE] methods introduced in this study (a)

and solution of method (A.1) for problem [LStab2] (6.4) with parameters such that it matches the
spectrum indicated in (a) with marker . Solutions are stable except the one for which the eigenvalues

are outside the stability region (b).

and their stability properties.

Global error estimation is typically not used in practice because of its computa-
tional expense. This study targets strategies that would make it cheaper to estimate

the global errors and therefore make them more practical.

Appendix A. Second-order methods.

A.1. Other GL second-order methods. Here we provide two additional second-
order methods that we used in our experiments. A second-order method with s = 3
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and v = 0 in GLye format is given by

0o 0 0 |1 4
10 0 |10
(A.1) My.=|4/9 2/9 0 |1 0
0 -1/2 3/2 [1 0
1/4 1/2 —3/4\0 1

Another second-order method with s = 3 that is based on two second-order
approximations (y = 1/2) in GLye format is given by

0 0 0 |1 —11/10

1 0 0 |1 13/30

(A.2) My.=| 4/9 2/9 0 |1 5/3
5/12 5/12 1/6(1 0

~1/4 -1/4 1/2‘0 1

Appendix B. RK3(2)G1 [ ]in GL form (4.1). Method (5.1) corresponding
to RK3(2)G1 (5.2) [ | results in the following tableau in GLye form:

0 0 0 0o 0 0 0 0]|10
12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0|10

=1 2 0 0 0 0 0 o0f1 0

16 2/3 1/6 0 0 0 0 0|1 O

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0|1 1

(B1)  Mye=1| 704 13 1/12 —1/8 1/2 0 0 0|1 1
7/6 —4/3 -1/3 1/2 -1 2 0 0|1 1

0 0 0 0 1/6 2/3 1/6 0|1 1

1/6 2/3 1/6 0 0 0 ©0 0|1 O

| -1/6 -2/3 -1/6 0 1/6 2/3 1/6 0|0 1 |

Appendix C. Second-order method with exact principal error equation.
The following method is of type (2.19) and introduced in [ -, (3.11)]:

(C.1)
0|l o 00 ol o
1 1 1 1 1 1
s.. 2| 2 0 M 2|2 0 Fo 3] B 0
= 8 5 ! T o3l1 1 ¥ EET g 1 1
5| 0 § O ilz 1 O | 2 i 0
1 1 8 2 1 4 20 _31 22
30 2 15 3 3 42 42 210
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